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Welcome back everyone to the new school year. |
hope you had a wonderful break and really
enjoyed spending time with your family and
friends. It has been great to see the students settle
into class so happily and especially gratifying to
see the new Preps take to their learning so quickly.
There will be lots of opportunities for new and
current parents and friends to be involved in the
school and your children will love seeing you here
volunteering.

| would especially like to welcome the following
families new to the school and encourage you to
talk to me about what it is you may be interested in
doing around the school. | am sure we can find
something of interest to you!

Agarwal, Arun, Bhatia, Burshtein, Dubrovski,
Ginoya, Hadi, Jayakumar, Kezhekaradze,
Medikonduru, Modugu, Omutiali, Parhate, Sermon,
Stafford, Wirantno, Bhuteja, Bishop, Bloch,
Borrirak, Burns, Carveth, Dona Gabadage, Garg,
Gokavarapu, Gupta, Hesling, Kanda, Khaleel,
Konedena, Kotwal, Ong, Patel, Sallay, Saravana,
Stevenson, Swan-Toy, Tighe, Wilson, Weiss,
Wolfe, Xiradakis.

On Thursday morning | had great pleasure in
meeting the new Prep students on their first day of
school. Many of our new Preps had been several
times before as part of our transition program last
year and confidently headed down the corridor.
The proud owners of the lovely new uniforms and
school bags looked ready for their exciting day
ahead.

In the Activities Centre, some new and
‘experienced’ mums and dads enjoyed morning
tea and got to spend some time reflecting and
chatting about this very special day. Thank you to
Kerry Fallon, Jenny Grose, Leonie Sonnberger
and Ruth Smyth-Kinyua for assisting with
organising and setting up refreshments. It was
greatly appreciated.

Parent — Teacher sharing information will also be
held on Tuesday, 14™ February which will give
parents an opportunity to advise their children’s
class teachers of any issues which may impact on
their children’s well-being and learning, and for

teachers to raise any issues which may be of
concern. A separate notice went home on
Wednesday, 8" February about times.

A separate level information night will also be held
on Monday, 27" February Grade 3 - 6 and 28"
February, Grade 1 - 2 and a separate notice will go
home closer to the date. This information night
will help parents and teachers share information
about their child’s education program for the year,
information will be distributed which will provide
details about the curriculum units to be studied,
research projects to be undertaken, examples of
the knowledge and skills to be developed, and
teacher expectations.

Many staff assisted Mrs Zent over the holidays to
reorganize the Library with new shelving being
purchased and assembled using the BER
Furniture allowance that the school received.
Putting back all of the books, finding spaces for
everything and getting it ready for students to use
this week has been a huge job, but it also looks
amazing. The students have been really thrilled to
be back in the “real” Library. LOTE will also be
taught in the Library and commenced this week
with the students learning, in most cases, their first
Indonesian. Mrs Zent will be working 3 days per
week with enough time on her timetable for
teaching Library, LOTE and Reading Recovery.
Reading Recovery is offered to students in Year 1
and Mrs Zent has been in contact with the children
involved.

The new Art room is fully functionally and Mrs
Sonnberger is delighted to be working in her new
space, which just looks great. During the holidays
the cabinetry and shelving for the art room, office,
and storeroom was fitted in together with the sinks.
Leonie was busy last week moving all of her
supplies. Thank you to the staff who helped her as
well. It is greatly appreciated.

The funding for the cabinetry was raised by the
Glen Huntly Parents Association and school
community and it is fantastic to see it all installed
now. There were many special days and events
organized to raise $15000, of which $14858 has
been needed for the fit out; including the cost of
plumbing and the purchase of two bright and
cheery rugs. Mrs Sonnberger is very keen to use



an IWB at different times throughout her busy year
and there will be one also installed this term.

Music has commenced for all students this week
including Grades 3- 6 Choir and P-2 Choir. Mr
Jacobs, Mrs Sonnberger and Laura James Clark
have been working together to plan what will be
undertaken in music and have linked the teaching
content to main events this year, including singing
the National Anthem and also learning the second
verse, which is usually not known by many, so that
will be very interesting for us all.

There will be an Australian theme which will lead
into to the planned whole school event with The
Billy Tea Bush Band coming to GHPS on Friday
27" April (term 2). There will be more information
about this soon. Regarding the teaching of Music
for P-2, Mrs Sonnberger will now be taking these
classes and her Music day will be Thursday.

Thank you also to Michael Agnew (Leto 1/2K) for
offering to play the National Anthem at next
Monday’s Assembly.

Choir

Mr John Jacobs will be proudly announcing the
Senior Choir for students from Grades 3-6 for 2012
in next weeks’ newsletter.

Before and After School Care

The Before and After School Care program at
GHPS is a Licensed Out of Hours Care facility with
an accredited program. Ruth Smyth- Kinyua is
the Coordinator and she is assisted by Tom
Fiztpatrick and Kate Theodore and they do a
brilliant job looking after all the children who
attend. They really have a marvelous rapport with
everyone, and really get to know the children and
their families. It's a great place to be if your child
needs supervision at the following times due to
parents or carers working, study, attending
appointments or have other commitments.

The program operates every school day form 7am
— 8.45am and from 3.30 — 6pm (2.30 — 3.30pm for
Preps during Feb as well) in the Activities Centre
on the West Site. The children have a great time
with the team and have a fabulous timetable of
activities, both indoor and outdoor and have
access to a nutritious breakfast (at am care) and
after school snacks and drinks at the pm timeslot.

It's easy to get a place; you just need to get an
enrolment form from Ruth or the school office, fill
in your details and return it to school. If you want,
you can have a permanent or casual booking and
prices are very reasonable. The program runs on a
non- profit basis and fees are set to cover
expenses and contingencies. A fee relief scheme
operates for parents who qualify. This is through

the Family Assistance Office and Centrelink and
parents contact these agencies to determine
eligibility.

School Council Elections 2012

The Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development has approved the commencement of
the electoral process for the election of School
Councillors for 2012. Detailed information will be in
next week’s newsletter.

The first meeting of the School Council will be on
Monday 20" February at 7pm in the East Site Staff
Room. The Finance Committee will meet at
6.30pm prior to the Council meeting.

Glen Huntly Parent’s Association - GPA

As | announced at this week’s Monday morning
assembly, GPA will be having their first meeting to
fit in around the House Swimming sports and the
first meeting of the Crafty Mums. The first available
date is the Friday 2" March and it will be held in
the Activities Centre on the West Site. At the first
meeting we will be discussing some possible
events for the year and what we can do to fund
raise and have fun!

Gardening and Cooking Activities Semester 1
Ms Krauze and | have met with Ms Eppinger to
plan the term’s gardening and cooking activities.
Ms Eppinger will be taking Grades 3-6 on
Thursday 17" February and Grades P-2 students
on Friday 18" February. Ms Eppinger will meet
with class teachers next week to plan further and
will put a report in the coming newletters.

Thank you to the parents who volunteered last
year to participate and help at the school with
gardening., cooking etc. If anyone else is
interested, please complete the form below.
Parent Patrticipation — Are you able to help?
The school is looking at ways in which parents can
participate and assist. Please circle areas where
you can help:
- Sustainability and garden club
If you speak a language other than English
— talking with students about your language
Cooking
Music from different cultures
Dance/performance from different cultures
Other

Name:

Phone No.

How often can you help? per term.



We would also like to invite any interested parents
to the first Buildings and Grounds (BAGS) Meeting
on Wednesday 15 ™ February at 7pm in the East
Site Staff Room. We will be setting this semester’s
priorities and the first working bee date

2012 Student Leaders

Leading the Houses at Glen Huntly has been a
time honoured tradition and the students who have
been invested as House Captains this year have
the opportunity to work with members of their
House for Sport, Sustainability and others to
encourage and inspire them to be the best they
can be and to build team morale. Students have
been selected by their peers and staff at the end of
2011.

School Captains:
Alan Zhang & Hannah Schauder

Batman: Michael Williams-Strong

()

Flinders: Sanchali Das

Hume: Christina yenas

Mitchell: Jover Obsioma

Sustainability: Elouise Krelle

Sport: Veronika Pudikova



Staff & Class Organisation for 2012

Principal: Mrs Libby Alessi
Assistant Principal:  Mr Bill Manuel

East Site:

5/6J  Mr John Jacobs

5/6P Mrs Denise Paterson

3/4S  Mrs Eugenia Sassos

3/4M  Mr Bill Manuel

West Site:

2T Mr Vic Thompson

1/2K  Ms Kamila Krauze

Prep & Grade 1B Mrs Jessica Bower

Prep T Ms Amy Tinetti

Specialist Staff:

Mrs Mandy Zent Library /[LOTE / Reading
Recovery

Mrs Leonie Sonnberger Art / Music (Prep -2)
Mrs Rosie Eppinger Gardening & Cooking
Ms Julie Bruce Business Manager
Mrs Kerry Fallon Integration Aide
Mrs Laura James-Clark Integration Aide
Mrs Jenny Grose Integration Aide
Mrs Kay Rothstadt  English Language School

AACP

We look forward to this wonderful program
continuing this term. The forms have been sent out
and spaces have filled up really well. | hope
everyone enjoys the opportunity to participate in
some extracurricular activities after school.

Scooters

Scooters are a great way for kids to travel to
school and if parents could provide a bike lock or
some way of securing them in the bike shed (East
Site) or near the Water tank on Garden Ave (West
Site), we can make sure they are safe and do not
go missing.

Supervision of Pupils Before / After School

The school grounds are supervised by teachers
between 8.45 and 9.00am and children may be
left by parents from 8.45am onwards and
supervised at 3.30 to 3.45pm after school.

Please be prompt in collecting your child following
dismissal of school, as the grounds are
unsupervised before and after the above
mentioned times. This also assists with the After
School Program in the Activities Centre as children
are unable to play outside until the others have
vacated the grounds.

The following procedures will apply after 3.45pm
for any child not collected by this time:

1. Children who are already permanently booked
into the Aftercare program will go directly to
Aftercare at 3.30pm.

2. After 3.45pm children will be placed in the
school’s Aftercare program.

(N.B. You will be charged at the applicable
Aftercare rates if your child is placed in Aftercare).

Parents are urged to make any necessary
alternative arrangements for the collection of their
children and to notify the school accordingly. It is
essential also that parents provide reliable
Emergency Contacts to avoid unnecessary
distress to their children.

Children Leaving School Prior to Dismissal
Time

A reminder to parents that Government Law
requires all children between the ages of 6 and 15
years to attend school between given hours. For
primary school children the hours are 9.00am -
3.30pm.

Should a parent wish to take his/her child(ren)
from school before 3.30pm, then that parent
should seek permission from the Principal.
Parents, please either write a note or telephone to
advise of the date, the time you wish to collect
your child(ren), the reason for your request and the
name of the person who will be collecting the child
if it is not yourself.

In the interest of children’s safety, please advise
the office (West Site: Class Teacher) upon your
arrival to collect and sign out your child(ren).

Home Studies Policy

Every family should have received a copy of the
school’'s home studies policy which was distributed
earlier this week. This policy provides a guideline
of the amount and type of homework parents could
expect for their children.

Cars and Safety Reminder

Parents are not permitted to drive vehicles into
the East Site school grounds when bringing their
children to, or collecting them from school. It is
extremely dangerous as it creates a traffic hazard
in Grange Road for staff trying to enter or leave the
premises. The only exception is for parents of
children who are not mobile. In these
circumstances parents are required to park their
vehicle in the marked Visitor's car park at the end
of the driveway. If parents feel that it is too
dangerous to park in Grange Road, they are
advised that there is a gate in the laneway leading
from Munro Avenue and another gate at the
southern fence leading from Lyons Street.

Parents are also required not to park on the school
crossing in Garden Avenue. It is a parking
infringement and as such, offenders may be fined.
Two drop off/pick up zones have been provided in
Garden Avenue via signs. These areas are
situated on the school side of Garden Avenue
between the corner of Grange Road and the
school crossing and between the school crossing
and the lane.



Parents using the drop off/pick up zones should
stop their cars and allow their children to alight or
get into the car, then drive off. Please do not park
across the crossing as this is a dangerous and
illegal practice.

The drop off/pick up zones will apply to the
following periods:

8.00 am — 9.00am and 3.00pm — 4.00pm

Parking restrictions apply during these times.

40KM Signage & Pedestrian Lights

The electronic 40km signs are an important safety
measure on Grange Road. This highly visible
signage further serves as a prompt for motorists to
address the road safety issue to lower the speed
when driving past our school. Please travel safely
at all times. It is very important that families talk to
their children about the importance of using the
pedestrian lights to cross Grange Rd if not using
the bridge.

Student Accident Insurance

The Department of Education does not provide
personal accident insurance for students.

Parents and guardians are responsible for paying
the cost of medical treatment for injured students,
including any transport costs.

These costs may be recoverable where an injury is
caused by the negligence (carelessness) of the
Department, a school council or their employees or
volunteers.

Student accident insurance policies are available
from some commercial insurers. These cover a
range of medical expenses not covered by
Medicare or private health insurance.

The Department cannot advise parents/guardians
on whether to purchase a student accident policy
or which policy to purchase. It is recommended
that they seek assistance in this matter with their
insurance broker or find a suitable personal
accident insurer in the Yellow Pages or online.
Reasonable low cost accident insurance policies
are available from commercial insurers.

Bicycle Helmets

A reminder to parents and children that school
policy and Victorian Law requires all children who
wish to ride a bicycle to and from school, must
wear a safety helmet approved by the

Australian Safety Association.

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE
(EMA)

Application forms for EMA are now available at the
school office.

A new form needs to be filled in at the

beginning of each year.

Parents/guardians are requested to bring their
Health Care / Pension Card with them for
verification.

An Education Department “Memorandum to
Parents” is available at the office which will assist
applicants with the 2011 EMA policy and
processes.

Please note the cut off date for 1 * instalment is
Wednesday, 29 " February, 2012.

Eligibility

A parent or guardian of a primary or secondary
school student, up to the age of 16, who holds a
current pensioner concession or health
care/benefit card, or a Veterans Affairs (TPI)
pensioner, or a foster parent on the first day of the
first and / or third terms in the school year is
eligible for the payment of the EMA.

As the EMA is provided to assist low income
families any CENTRELINK payments that are not
income tested, e.g. Child Disability Allowance,
Mobility Allowance and Remote Area Allowance,
are not eligible.

You can also get the Education Maintenance sent
directly to your bank account or as in previous
years arrange for a cheque to be collected from
school.

LATE APPLICATIONS CANNOT BE
PROCESSED.

SCHOOL BANKING _is every Tuesday. Forms are
available from the office if you wish to open an
account or you may go direct to the
Commonwealth Bank in Glen Huntly Road, Glen
Huntly.

School Banking packs for the Prep. children will be
given out.

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES FOR THE
NEWSLETTER IS 11.00AM WEDNESDAY.

SUNSMART POLICY AND DAYS OF EXTREME
HEAT

Children in years Prep — 2 must wear either a
legionnaires or broad brimmed hat.

Children in years 3 — 6 must wear a broad
brimmed hat. There are two styles available
from the uniform shop, a standard broad
brimmed hat and a floppy hat similar to the

surf hats.

On days when the temperature reaches 33
degrees or above a “Sweat Day” lunch timetable
will be implemented. This means that the children
will play in their classrooms between 1.15 —
2.00pm. Some discretion will occur prevailing
weather condition (e.g. hot north wind) regarding
the temperature which activates the sweat day
timetable and time spent inside particularly with
the younger children.

As all classrooms are air-conditioned there is no
need for children to have their educational
program interrupted by removal from school on
extreme hot days.




STUDENT WELL-BEING

As Acting Assistant Principal, Mr Bill Manuel will
co-ordinate this very important student welfare
role. Should parents have any concerns about
issues related to their child it is important that they
alert their classroom teacher or Mr Manuel.

If we are aware of any health or social / emotional
issues from the outset, the school is far better
equipped to ensure such issues can be addressed.
To this end, no school form is more important than
the blue Confidential Information Form which gives
us much information about your child and most
importantly current contact details.

The school has many programs in place within the
school curriculum to support the children’s social
and emotional growth, as well as our peer
mediation program and guidance officer support,
further complemented by other adhoc programs
throughout the year.

UNIFORM SHOP

The Uniform shop is open every Monday morning
from 9.00 — 10.00am. If you cannot make it to the
shop on this day, you can fill out a form and we will
delivery to your child’s classroom on the Monday.
Thank you to Chris Kat & Anu Bhale for
volunteering to run the Uniform Shop.

There is a vacancy in the uniform shop as Chris
will no longer be available to help out. If you are
interested in helping with the uniforms please
contact the office. Days of opening for uniform
shop is negotiable.

Acceptable Use of Ultranet Agreement/Internet
All families received a document outlining
acceptable use of the Ultranet, Internet & Digital
technologies by the students of GHPS.

Parents are encouraged to read and discuss the
information contained relating to safe and
responsible use of the Ultranet and internet.
Once this has occurred the students and parents
are asked to sign the Acceptable Use Agreement
on the second page and return it to the school.
The rest of the information will hopefully be kept by
the families as a useful resource for future
reference.

Please note that this agreement is an Education
Department requirement and is a separate
document from the GHPS Internet Agreement
which has already been distributed.

Libby Alessi - Principal

Upcoming Events
Fri 2" March FOG Meeting 9am
Activity Centre West Site

Icy Poles every Wed
BT,

o
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If you would like to volunteer to bake a
cake/cookies/slice, etc., please add your
name to the roster attached.

? 4
Icy Poles are available every Wednesday
lunch time in term 1. They are $1.00 each

or you can purchase a coupon (see
attached) 7 weeks for $6.00

GPA Meeting — 2 " March

Ouir first Glen Huntly Parent’s committee
meeting will be held on Friday, 2" March
straight after drop off in the Activities centre on
the Junior Site. We would love to see new
families join our friendly meeting where we
discuss fundraising ideas for the school year.
All new parents welcome!
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Term 1 Thurs 2" Feb — Fri 30™ March
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Crafty Mums Need You!!!

We are a fundraising group that meet (usually)
the last Friday of each month.

We get together for a morning and create
crafty goods to sell. This year we will be busy
preparing stock for fundraising events. If you
are interested in finding out more, come along
to the activity centre on Friday, 24™ February
at 9.15am ... all welcome!

You don’t have to be crafty to help.

You can donate materials such as fabrics,
wool, buttons, jewellery components, maybe
you have ‘connections’ with a designer or a
hardware shop?

You don’t have to come to meetings.

You can create in the privacy of your own
home and give the goodies to crafty mums to
sell at Fetes and Stalls.

If you have goods to donate please give them
to Julie in the office and she will pass them
onto us. All items greatly appreciated.

If you need further information please call Soo
Hallams on 0425 727 458.

Knit & Knatter

Starting soon! Whether you know how to knit
or would like to learn — you are invited to come
along to our knit n knitter sessions for fun,
friendship and fundraising for our lovely school
or if you prefer to knit at home and donate
your knitted items, we will take any knitted
item including toys, scarves, beanies, berets
etc.




We again plan to run our Winter Warmer
fundraiser focussing on hats this year after the
success of our scarf fundraiser last year!

For those who don’t wish to knit, you can
support our fundraiser by buying our knitted

items.

If you are interested in attending knit n knitter,
contact Vicki — safeclean@trinature.com or

0433 326 554 with your preferred/available

days.
!
I
/-, & *&*4'* 5
+&, + % &
o , %, 67 %

/I & *-& 0& ** *&0&*

&( * %&( *&0( &+
, ( + * &* * *
*&&* . &+ (,

l*8

9 %N&& ( % &
R G

&% ; , &0 &+& &
, &*0/ * <& ,&0 ( &0
& (] &

*,0 - -& , &
& %
/ ,*&% =& *
> ( & * 0&**& ?
&
> @ # & * &
/[ & *- *8 + , &*0
/ *<-& =, &

/I, % A @A *&
( )& *& *,0
(& % *

*

&*o & _* '* * * (( &

(& 0&0, &

B, &0/ < &+t& & -&
* &* - (&

9( (& 4 5 +&, -&

&*% ( %

(o0 [/ ,&,, & & (

&* * (+*&~k

/| -& & -& , &

4'* 5 +&, +& *-

"%% *,0 - , &0
, & &t& &

" "
The staff and Curriculum & Policy Sub-committee
will review the effectiveness of this policy each
year.
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NOTICES DISTRIBUTED TO PARENTS

2/2/12 All Grades
2/2/12 All Grades
2/2/12 All Grades
2/2/12 All Grades
7/2/12 Grade 1-6
7/2/12 Grade 1-6 Guitar Lessons

712112 All Grades Active After Community Prog
7/2/12 Grade 5 & 6 Street Beat Notice

7/2/12 Grade 1-6 Parent/Teacher sharing info

Home Studies Policy
Confidential Details Form
Food Allergies Form
Lunch Order Menu
Chess Club

Keyboard Lesson.

Have you considered keyboard or piano lessons in
2012.

The instrumental program is running at the school
and enrolments are open to students in grade 3
upwards who wants to join the program?

Lessons are held in a group of 5, in a group of 2 or
private?

Enrolment forms are available from the school
office orcontact the Music Melodies office on 0438
901146 and speak to Lili.






